We describe the first reported case of a patient with coeliac disease and cerebral occipital calcification who shows a progressive and seemingly selective failure to recognise visual stimuli. This decline was tracked over a study period of 22 years and occurred in the absence of primary sensory or widespread intellectual impairment. Subsequent tests revealed that although the patient was unable to use shape and contour information to visually identify objects, she was nevertheless able to use this information to reach, grasp and manipulate objects under central, immediate vision. This preservation of visuo-motor control was echoed in her day-to-day ability to navigate and live at home independently.
Introduction
Some cases of coeliac disease are associated with bilateral occipital calcification (BOC). All such cases reported have manifested as occipital epilepsy (Gobbi, 2005; Gobbi et al., 1992) . We describe below a case of coeliac disease who shows occipital calcification that is indistinguishable from that found for cases of epilepsy, but who developed a gradually progressive cortical visual disorder. We are unaware of any reports of cortical visual failure in such patients. A prominent feature of the visual loss was the preservation of visual processing for 'action', as originally defined by Goodale and Milner (1992) . Paroxysmal visual disturbances have been reported in some patients with BOC, but the symptoms are short-term, non-progressive in severity or type and usually involve lowlevel sensory disturbances such as flashing lights, spots, blurriness or brief stereotyped complex visual hallucinations due to occipital epilepsy (Pfaender et al., 2004) . No reports of progressive and selective loss of higher visual function have been identified, indeed there have been no reports of visual impairment of any kind in this group of patients until very recently when a patient who presented with epilepsy but who
